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 SERVING EIGHT COUNTIES IN THE WESTERN PIEDMONT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

► 

UPPER SAVANNAH 

LAND TRUST 

The mission of the Upper 

Savannah Land Trust is 

to encourage and sup-

port conservation of 

natural and scenic lands, 

farms, forests, water-

ways, and open spaces in 

our eight-county area: 

Abbeville, Anderson, 

Edgefield, Greenwood, 

Laurens, McCormick, 

Newberry, and Saluda 

Counties. 

 

The Upper Savannah Land 

Trust is a 501 (c) (3) mem-
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ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

USLT Has Banner Year; Climatologist Speaks 

     The Upper Savannah Land Trust 
announced at its annual meeting that 
the group conserved 3,027 acres during 
2014, making the year one of its most 
successful to date.   
     Upper Savannah Land Trust 
President Rossie Corwon quoted 
Mahatma Gandhi as she spoke to the 
organization’s members, saying, “‘Be a 
part of the change that you want to see 
in the world.’ And I think this group 
embodies that philosophy more than 
any group that I have ever been a part 
of. 
     “Our mission statement reflects that: 
to encourage and support conservation 
of natural and scenic lands, farms, 
forests, waterways and open spaces. 
We want to see those places 
protected,” Corwon said. “I am proud 
to be a part of this organization.” 
      The Land Trust accepted 10 
easements in 2014, and now has 81 
easements totaling 36,513 acres. 
     “Isn’t that amazing?” Corwon asked 
the large crowd attending the Annual 
Meeting at the Arts Center in the 
Federal Building in Greenwood. 
     USLT Executive Director Wallace 
Wood spoke proudly of the group’s 
efforts, saying, “I love the land and love 
to work with people who love the land.  
     “A conversation easement is a tool in 
the box. It is not for everybody,” Wood 
added. “But it’s a perfect fit for a lot of 

Dr. Hope Mizzell 

people who want to protect their land 
and make sure it stays in agriculture or 
forestry.” 
     State Climatologist Dr. Hope Mizzell 
was the Annual Meeting guest speaker. 
     “It is a big honor that you asked me to 
come here to speak,” said Mizzell, who 
then explained in simple terms what 
climate means. 
     “Climate is what you expect and 
weather is what you get,” she said, 
drawing laughter. 
     Mizzell’s topics covered from more 
than 100 years ago to 30 days ahead . 
She discussed trends in temperatures 
and precipitation in South Carolina, 
dating back to the 1800s, while also 
talking about hurricanes and tornadoes, 
and weather factors such as La Nina, El 
Nino, and the Bermuda High. 
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Dear Fellow Land Trust Advocates, 
     In our most recent issue of 
SAVING LAND, a new guide is 
highlighted, called "Nature Play: 
Nurturing Children and 
Strengthening Conservation through 
Connections to the Land." It points 
out that "unstructured, frequent 
childhood play in informal outdoor 
settings powerfully boosts the 
cognitive, creative, physical, social, 
and emotional development of 
children. It also instills deep 
conservation values - more so than 
any other factor." 
     I am not surprised by this 
finding. I am surprised that there is 
a guide written about it. It seems so 
intuitive and obvious. 
     If you would indulge me for a 
moment, I remember playing in the 

rooms created by the branches of a 
massive fallen oak, rambling in the 
woods and finding a saucer-sized 
turtle shell in the woods (whew- 
powerful olfactory memory), creek 
hiking at Camp Cleveland, 
backpacking in the Joyce Kilmer 
Memorial Forest, seeing the 
blighted chestnut forests (and 
appreciating the chestnuts from the 
tree in my neighbor's yard). 
     I propose that we have a spot 
in our next newsletter (and on our 
website) to highlight some of your 
memories, why you developed your 
conservation ethic.   
     Saving the land - we know why 
it matters, let's share that. 
 
Rossie 

From the President’s Desk . . . 
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Annual Report: 10 Easements Accepted in 2014 

 

Visit us at our web site: 

 

www.scuslt.com 

 The USLT received 10 easements totaling 3,027 acres in 2014 making it 

another very successful year for conserving land.  Donating easements were: 

Natalie Parramore (Abbeville Co.), Gary and Hellan Alexander (Anderson Co.), 

Eddie Bryan (Greenwood Co.), Mike and Rita Walden (Greenwood Co.), Davis 

Land & Timber (McCormick Co.), Phil Vickery (Oconee Co.), Ann Adams 

(Saluda Co.), Steve Edwards (Saluda Co.), Jan Jones (Saluda Co.) and Clark 

Rushton (Saluda Co.).  USLT now holds 81 easement totaling 36,513 acres. 

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS AND ACRES BY COUNTY 2014 
County                 Number of Easements                Acres   

Abbeville 5 939 

Aiken 1 342 

Anderson 5 1,934 

Edgefield 4 3,292 

Greenwood 26 9,478 

Laurens 7 2,587 

McCormick 9 13,716 

Newberry 10 2,043 

Oconee 1 46 

Saluda 13 2,136 

Total 81 36,513 



 

■ Ten easements donated in 2014 totaling 3,027 acres 
■ Obtained 911 addresses on easement properties 
■ Purchased Terrafirma easement protection insurance  
on easement properties 
■ Completed required monitoring of all easement properties 
■ Completed a financial audit 
■ Adopted an easement violation policy 
■ Contracted with Upper Savannah Council of Governments 
to do accounting and administrative work 
■ Obtained office space at new Upper Savannah COG building 
■ Exploring accreditation with the American Land Trust Alliance 
■ Selected new web master, in process of re-designing web site 
■ Successful annual meeting and silent auction; 82 attending 

Mailing Address Change - The move to the new Upper Savan-
nah Council of Governments building brings a new mailing ad-
dress, 430 Helix Road, Greenwood, SC 29646. You may still 
see our old address, PO Box 918, Greenwood, SC 29648, on 
stationery, brochures, etc. until our supply runs out. 

Terrafirma what? - With a name like Terrafirma, what could it be?  It is the new insurance company formed by the Land 
Trust Alliance which offers protection of easements held by land trusts in the unfortunate event of a legal case to enforce 
the terms of an easement. With discounts that USLT has qualified for, it costs $56 per easement.  Funds to pay for this 
are being taken from our stewardship investment account.  When an easement is donated, part of the money we asked 
you to give to USLT goes into this account to make sure the terms of your easement are carried out. 
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Robert M. Erwin, Jr. 
Christian Hendricks 
Stone & Associates 
John & Ferol Stroud 
Tedford & Associates 
Thompson Forest Consultants 
 
Patron, $250 - $499 
Bal Ballentine 
John & Kathryn Echelberger 
Elyse Benson 
Ken & Gail Kinard 
C. Clark Rushton 
Wallace & Susan Wood 
 
Family, $100 - $249 
Joyce & Spears C. Alexander 
M.C. “Nikki” Blease 
Pascal Brock 
Al & Cynthia Bryan 
Citizens Trust 
Joe Cobb 
Mac & Linda Cobb 
Margaret & C. Reed Conrad 
Della Coulter 
Eddy Ellison 
Judith & Philip Epps 
Elsie Fields 
Wayne & Connie Griffis 
Dave & Shirley Hildebrand 
Holstein Appraisals 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kemp 

 Membership Donors  
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
these donors for the period 5/1/14 to 
5/1/15. 
Savannah/Saluda Society,  
$3,000 or more 
Margaret & L.B. Adams, Jr. 
Eddie Bryan 
Davis Family Foundation, Inc. 
Steve A. Edwards 
Generostee Weems Mitigation & Re-
store, LLC 
H.W. & Natalie Jo Parramore 
Stone Church Investments, LLC 
Michael A. Walden 
 
Foundation, $1,500 - $2,999 
Exxon Mobil Foundation 
 
Guardian, $1,000 - $1,499 
Capsugel 
Storey Foundation 
 
Sponsor, $500 - $999 
AgSouth Farm Credit 
Mickey and Pam Avrett  
Rossie Corwon 
Kevin Connelly 
Countybank 
Ken Driggers 
Armena Ellis 
Millen Ellis 

Sara A. Kummer 
Becky & Ben Lawrence 
John L. LeRoy 
Bobby & Georgette Livingston 
Norma & John McAlhany 
John & Lizanne Melton 
Avery & Raye Parrish 
Rivers Edge Forest Products 
Andrew Robinson 
Charlotte A. Ross 
Richard L. Shealy 
Craig & Cathy Stuckey 
Bill & Kristie Warner 
Hamp & Jill Warner 
 
Friend, $50 - $99 
Laurel Blossom & Leonard Todd 
Anne Craig 
Garden Club of S.C. Inc. 
Christopher B. Gordy 
Rick Green 
Greenwood County Forestry Association 
Kenny Poston 
Lyn Lineberger 
Log Creek Timber Company 
Billy O’Dell 
Robert Hugh Riley 
William J. Rogers III 
Fred Suggs 
The Palmetto Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, Inc. 
Virgil W. Wall, Jr. 

Membership Donors Supporting USLT Conservation Efforts in 2014-2015 

Landowners who donated conservation easements to the 
USLT in 2014 and attended the annual meeting were, from 
left, Cindy Vickery, Phil Vickery, Dr. Pete Parramore, Natalie 
Parramore, Eddie Bryan and Cathie Bryan. 

Upper Savannah Land Trust Highlights in 2014 



 Conservation News  

We Need Your Support 

Please consider a tax-deductible donation to the Upper Savannah Land Trust  

in one of our membership categories.  A form may be downloaded from our web site. 

 

Friend ($50 – $99)       Family ($100 – $249)       Patron ($250 – $499) 

Sponsor ($500 – $999)       Guardian ($1,000 – $1,499)    

430 Helix Road 

Greenwood, SC 

Peggy and B. Adams Honored 
 

 By Ken Driggers, USLT Attorney 
     It was my honor to be chosen to 

present the organization’s founders 
Peggy and B. Adams with recognition 

of merit at the 2015 USLT annual 

meeting. I helped with the group’s 
formation by doing the basic legal 

work required and offering some 
advice. What Peggy and B did was give 

the new organization credibility. 

     When a new conservation 
organization starts up it is faced with 

convincing wary landowners to limit 
their options on their land. It is a hard 

sale because it’s just 
counterintuitive. But Peggy and B 

had such a positive reputation in 

their community as major 
landowners and solid citizens that 

folks were willing to take a chance. 
Now 36,000 acres later, USLT is a 

force for wise stewardship of the 
land. 

     Every community needs people 

like the Adam’s. They stay out of the 
limelight, work hard and serve as a 

beacon for others to follow. I am 
glad to have known them all these 

years. I am the better for it. 

sale because it’s just counterintuitive. 
But Peggy and B had such a positive 

reputation in their community as major 

landowners and solid citizens that folks 
were willing to take a chance. Now, 

36,000 acres later, USLT is a force for 
wise stewardship of the land. Every 

community needs people like the 
Adams. They stay out of the limelight, 

work hard and serve as a beacon for 

others to follow. I am glad to have 
known them all these years. I am the 

better for it. 
 

Conservation easements conserve vital 
lands while easing tax burdens on donors. 

Peggy Adams, Ken Driggers, B Adams 


